Requiem Mass
to Honour the Life of

Foseph Sarkis

15" April 1940 ~ 20" October 2025

Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church, Hillston
Monday 27" October 2025 | 11:00am



Joseph Sarkis

Loving husband of
Isabelle Sarkis

Much loved father and father-in-law of
Michael & Michelle
Rodger & Nyree
David & Tabatha
Phillip & Melyssa

Adored Gedou of
Reuben, Toby, Thomas, Lexi, Madisyn,
Xavier, Chloe and Sebastian

Pall Bearers
Michael Sarkis
Rodger Sarkis

David Sarkis
Phillip Sarkis
Reuben Sarkis
Thomas Sarkis

Priest
Father Adam



Entrance Song
INTRODUCTORY RITES

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And with your spirit.

Sprinkling with Holy Water

Priest: In the waters of baptism Joe died with Christ and rose with him in
glory.

All: May he now share eternal life with him in glory.

Placing the Pall - Sebastian and Chloe Sarkis

Priest: At his baptism Joe was clothed with Christ.

All: May Christ now enfold Joe in his love and bring him to eternal
life.

Placing the Cross - Chloe and Sebastian Sarkis

Priest: In baptism Joe received the sign of the cross.
All: May he now share in Christ’s victory over sin.
Opening Prayer

Priest: Let us pray. Almighty God and Father, it is our certain faith that your
Son, who died on the cross, was raised from the dead, the first fruits of
all who have fallen asleep. Grant that through this mystery your servant
Joe, who has gone to his rest in Christ, may share in the joy of his
resurrection. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.



LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: Romans 6: 3-4; 8-9 - Lexi Sarkis

All:

A reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness
of life.

But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 (Madisyn Sarkis)

Response: Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for

1y

2)

3)

4)

you are with me.

The Lord 1s my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. Response

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk
through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your
rod and your staff — they comfort me. Response

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Response

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord whole life long. Response



Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia.

This is the will of my Father, says the Lord, that all who believe in the
Son will have eternal life and I will raise them to life again on the last
day.

Alleluia, Alleluia

Gospel: John 11:17-27
Priest: The Lord be with you.

All:

And with your spirit.

Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

All:

Glory to you, O Lord.

I am the resurrection and the life. On arriving at Bethany, Jesus found
that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is
only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary
remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been
here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now,
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.” “Your brother,” said Jesus
to her, ‘will rise again.” Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the
life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
the one who was to come into this world.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Homily

Eulogy - Michael Sarkis and Millie Watson



Prayers of the Faithful - Thomas and Reuben Sarkis

Priest:

Reader:

All:

Reader:

All:

Reader:

All:

Reader:

All:

Priest:

All:

My dear friends, we know that nothing can ever come between us
and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord, so let us
pray to our loving God for our needs at this time.

Compassionate God, so often your ways are beyond our
understanding.

As we entrust Joe to your care, strengthen our faith and trust in you.
Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer

Lord, we thank you for the special way Joe touched the lives of so
many people. We give thanks for his concern for others and his
willingness to share his time and talents.

Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Lord you are the God of the living and the dead. We ask you to take
Joe into your loving care. Give him the rewards of his work and his
life. Welcome him into paradise so that he might be with you forever.
Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

We pray for the departed members of Joe’s family and for all of the
souls of the faithful departed. Lord give them the reward of their
goodness.

Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Lord hear the prayers we offer in our sorrow for the loss of Joe. As
we believe that he 1s now living in your kingdom, so may we one day
join him and together share the joy of eternal life. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Procession — (Toby and Xavier Sarkis)

FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL

Invitation to Prayer

Priest: Before we go our separate ways, let us take leave of our brother.

May our farewell express our affection for him; may it ease our sadness
and strengthen our hope. One day we shall joyfully greet him again
when the love of Christ, which conquers all things, destroys even death
itself.

The coffin is once again sprinkled with holy water as a reminder of the
life of God which began in baptism; it is also incensed as a sign of the
dignity of the body of the deceased and of our hope that by the power
of the Holy Spirit they have been raised to eternal life.

Final Farewell

Priest: Saints of God, come to his aid! Hasten to meet him, angels of the
Lord!

All: Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Priest: May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may angels lead you
to the bosom of Abraham.

All: Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.

Priest: Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
him.

All: Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.



Prayer of Commendation

Priest: Into your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our brother Joe in the
sure and certain hope that, together with all who have died in Christ, he
will rise with him. We give you thanks for the blessings which you
bestowed upon Joe in this life: they are signs to us of your goodness
and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ. Merciful Lord, turn
toward us and listen to our prayers: open the gates of paradise to your
servant and help us who remain to comfort one another with assurances
of faith, until we all meet in Christ and are with you and with our
brother for ever. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Response: Amen.
Procession to the Place of Committal

Priest: In peace let us take our brother to his place of rest.

May the angels lead you into paradise; may the martyrs come to
welcome you and take you to the holy city, the new and eternal
Jerusalem. May choirs of angels welcome you and lead you to the
bosom of Abraham, where Lazarus is poor no longer, and may you find
eternal rest. Amen
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Thank You

for your kindness shown to us during this difficult time.

Your attendance today means the world to us.
We would like you to join with us at
The Hillston Ex-Servicemen’s Club
following the service for some light refreshments.
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